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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to application for patent filed on 10/30/01 . 
Claims 1-49 are presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 10/30/01 and 08/19/03 
is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Kovacs 
et al. US Publication Number 2001/0003191 A1. 

As per claim 1 , Kovacs teaches an input device (fig 2) comprising: a first selector 
(any item on a keyboard or a GUI window 69 on fig 4) that generates a signal that 
controls placement of a symbol a (a shape, character or a virtual button on a 
window/toolbar; see fig 4) on a computer display (par 0108), said computer display 
being coupled to a computer that receives said signal from said first selector; and a 
second selector that causes said computer to display information that pertains to 
becoming a member of an ad hoc network (par 0109). 
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As per claim 2, Kovacs teaches input device of claim 1 , wherein said second selector 
causes said computer to display information that pertains to initiating an ad hoc network 
(see par 0108-0109). 

As per claim 3, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 1 , wherein said second selector 
causes said computer to display information that pertains to joining an existing ad hoc 
network (the system is modified or updated to allow addition or deletion of member or 
device see par 0079; 0108-01 11). 

As per claim 4, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 1 , wherein said input device is 
a computer keyboard and wherein said second selector is a button located on said 
computer keyboard (the computer keyboard is embedded in item 30 of fig 2 and the 
button is any key on the keyboard). 

As per claim 5, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 4, wherein said symbol is an 
alphanumeric character generated by said first selector (see fig 4). 

As per claim 6, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 4, wherein said computer 
keyboard communicates with said computer by way of a wireless interface (item 30 is a 
mobile device see par 0046). 
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As per claim 7, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 1 , wherein said input device is 
a graphical input device and wherein said second selector is a button located on said 
graphical input device (fig 4 provides a graphical input device and virtual button par 
0107-0108). 

As per 8, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 7, wherein said symbol is one of an 
arrow and an I-beam pointer (see fig 4). 

As per claim 9, Kovacs teaches an input device of claim 7, wherein said graphical input 
device communicates with said computer by way of a wireless interface (see par 0109). 

As per claim 10, Kovacs teaches In a computer, a method for initiating an ad hoc 
network (fig 1 par 0042), comprising: receiving a command to initiate said ad hoc 
network, said command originating from an input conveyed to said computer by an input 
device (par 0042-0046; presenting a list of usernames that correspond to other users 
within wireless communications range of said computer (par 0108-01 1 1 ); and 
transmitting content to at least some of said other users within said wireless 
communications range (par 0046; 0108-01 1 1 ). 

As per claim 1 1 , Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, wherein said input device is a 
keyboard connected to said computer (see fig 2). 
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As per claim 12, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, wherein said input device is a 
graphical input device that controls the placement of an arrow on a display associated 
with said computer (see fig 4). 

As per claim 13, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, additionally comprising 
decoupling said computer from a wireless communications infrastructure (par 0079). 

As per claim 14, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, additionally comprising 
receiving an indication that a user of said computer desires to allow a certain one of 
said usernames to join said ad hoc network, said indication being conveyed to said 
computer by said input device (0060-0083). 

As per claim 15, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, additionally comprising 
receiving authentication information from at least one of said users within wireless 
communications range of said computer (par 0017, 0056). 

As per claim 16 Kovacs teaches a method of claim 10, wherein said presenting action 
includes presenting a document that includes said list of said usernames, and wherein 
selecting at least one username of said list of usernames causes said computer to 
transmit a meeting invitation to said at least one username (par 0060-0083; 0108-01 11). 

As per claim 17, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 16, wherein said document is one of 
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the group consisting of a distribution list, a report, an electronic mail message, and a 
spread sheet (par 0108-0109). 

As per claim 18, Kovacs teaches a computer that establishes an ad hoc network (0042- 
0046), comprising: a keyboard (item 30 has a keyboard) having a selector (a key on the 
keyboard) that generates a signal which indicates that a user has selected an ad hoc 
networking function (0109); a processor (30), coupled to said keyboard, which receives 
said signal and initiates an ad hoc network function; and a network interface (fig 2), 
coupled to said processor, for communicating directly with at least one other computer 
within wireless communications range of said first computer (0042). 

As per claim 19, Kovacs teaches a computer of claim 18, wherein said selector is a 
button (a key on the keyboard of item 30) that is depressed by said user when said user 
selects said ad hoc function. 

As per claim 20, Kovacs teaches a computer of claim 18, wherein said network interface 
transmits and receives information in accordance with an 802.11 protocol (see fig 1, par 
0043). 

As per claim 21, Kovacs teaches a computer of claim 20, wherein said processor 
additionally directs said network interface to decouple from a communications 
infrastructure in response to receiving said signal (par 0079). 
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As per claim 22, Kovacs teaches a computer of claim 18, wherein said network interface 
transmits and receives information in accordance with a Bluetooth protocol (fig 1 ; par 
0018, 0042). 

As per claim 23, Kodacs teaches a computer of claim 18, wherein said network 
interface additionally receives at least one identifier that corresponds to said at least 
one other computer within wireless communications range said computer that 
establishes said ad hoc network (par 0010, 0055-0056). 

As per claim 24, Kovacs teaches a method of receiving content in an ad hoc network, 
comprising; selecting, by a user, an ad hoc network function, said selection being made 
by way of an ad hoc selector on a keyboard coupled to a computer; said computer 
configuring itself to connect with said ad hoc network; and said computer receiving 
content present on said ad hoc network (see fig 2-4; par 0042-0046). 

As per claim 25, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 24, wherein said computer 
configures itself according to settings used to conduct a previous ad hoc meeting (par 
0042-0046). 

As per claim 26, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 24, additionally comprising said 
computer presenting a list of previous ad hoc network session names to said user, said 
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presenting occurring prior to said configuring (0060-0083; 0104-01 11). 

As per claim 27, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 26, additionally comprising said 
computer receiving a session name selected by a user from said list of previous ad hoc 
session names (par 0008 and 0109). 

As per claim 28, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 24, wherein said selector is a button 
on said keyboard (the button is any key on the keyboard embedded in item 30). 

As per claim 29, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 24, wherein said ad hoc network 
operates over a local area network using a wireline interface (fig 1 par 0001-0010). 

As per claim 30, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 24, wherein said ad hoc network 
operates over a wide area network (fig 1 ; par 0001-0010). 

AS per claim 31 , Kovacs teaches a method for communicating by way of an ad hoc 
network (par 0042), comprising: a first computer receiving an input from an ad hoc 
network selector positioned on a keyboard connected to said first computer (fig1-2; par 
0042 et seq); a second computer receiving an indication that said first computer has 
initiated an ad hoc network (fig 1-2; par 0042 et seq; par 0109); and said second 
computer receiving an input from an ad hoc selector positioned on a keyboard 
connected to said second computer (fig 1-2; par 0042 et seq; par 0109). 
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As per claim 32, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 31 , additionally comprising said 
second computer transmitting a username to said first computer (par 0109). 

AS per claim 33, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 32, additionally comprising said 
second computer transmitting authentication information to said first computer (par 
0106). 

As per claim 34, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 33, additionally comprising said first 
computer verifying the authenticity of said authentication information (par 0106). 

As per claim 35, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 31 , additionally comprising said 
second computer receiving content from said first computer (par 0109). 

As per claim 36, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 31 , additionally comprising at least 
one of said first and said second computers decoupling from a communications 
infrastructure (par 0079; 0073-0083). 

As per claim 37, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 31 , additionally comprising said 
second computer illuminating said ad hoc selector, said illuminating occurring in 
response to said second computer receiving said indication from said first computer (par 
0109). 
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As per claim 38, Kovacs teaches a method of claim 31 , additionally comprising said 
second computer causing an icon on a display associated with said second computer to 
blink in response to said second computer receiving said indication (fig 4). 

As per claim 39, Kovacs teaches one or more computer-readable media having 
computer-readable instructions thereon which, when executed by a computer, cause 
the computer to perform a method comprising: receiving a command to initiate an ad 
hoc network, said command originating from an input conveyed to said computer by a 
keyboard in response to a selection made by a user of said computer; configuring said 
computer to initiate an ad hoc network; and transmitting content to at least one other 
user within wireless communications range of said computer (see claim 10 rejection 
above). 

As per claim 40, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of presenting a username to said user of said computer, 
said username corresponding to said at least one other user (par 0109). 

As per claim 41 , Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 40, wherein 
selecting said username causes said computer to transmit a meeting invitation to a 
computer that associated with said username (par 0109). 
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As per claim 42, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 41 , wherein said 
username is presented by way of a document presented to said user of said computer 
(fig 4; par 01 09; par 0060-0083; 01 08-01 1 1 ). 

As per claim 43, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 42, wherein said 
document is one of the group consisting of a distribution list, a report, an electronic mail 
message, and a spread sheet (par 0108-0109). 

As per claim 44, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of receiving an indication that said user of said computer 
has accepted said at least one other user to become a member of said ad hoc network 
(par 0109). 

As per claim 45, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of receiving information that authenticates said at least 
one other user (par 0106; 0017; 0056). 

As per claim 46, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
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execute the additional action of transmitting an encryption key to said at least one other 
user (par 01 06; 001 7; 0056). 

As per claim 47, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of transmitting encrypted information to said at least one 
other user (par 0106; 0017; 0056). 

As per claim 48, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 39, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of presenting a virtual meeting place on the display of said 
computer, (par 0060-0083; 0108-01 1 1 ). 

As per claim 49, Kovacs teaches a computer-readable media of claim 48, wherein the 
computer-readable instructions, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
execute the additional action of locating said at least one other user to said virtual 
meeting place and transmitting an invitation to said at least one other user located in 
said virtual meeting place (par 0060-0083; 0108-01 11). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz B. Jean whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3937. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00 M-f. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on 571 272 3939. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Frantz Jean 
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